AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

given fair treatment Germany would respond
and would observe the rules of good neigh-
bourhood. The result, however, was an
Anglo-French policy which neither crushed
Germany nor placated her. It may be that
France's diagnosis of the German character
may prove to be the true one under the leader-
ship of Hitler, truer than in the days of his
predecessors. Good and evil dwell within one
nation as within one heart, and sometimes one
and sometimes the other is in the ascendant.

The theory of the Covenant has proved too
exacting and exalted for European practice, but
unless mankind is forever to be subject to the
law of the jungle, we shall have to come back
to the Covenant, or something like it, again
and again. As one writer has said: "The only
alternative to war, which is force directed
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